ABSTRACT Raised death rates have been reported for non-Hodgkin's lymphoma (NHL) and Hodgkin's disease (HD) among white male residents of Hancock County, Ohio, United States, for 1960-79. As a surveillance activity, to assess the possibility of workplace exposures contributing to these raised rates, a case-control study was 
The death rate for non-Hodgkin's lymphoma (NHL) among white male residents of Hancock County, Ohio, United States, showed a statistically significant rise during 1960-79' (table 1) . Among the 377 US counties with 20 or more deaths from NHL in white men during 1960-9, Hancock County ranked seventh in death rate. During 1970-9, Hancock County ranked sixth among 469 such counties.
In addition, mortality from Hodkin's disease (HD) among white male residents of Hancock County showed a smaller, non-significant rise during 1960-79' (table 1) .
The malignant lymphoma mortality experience of white women in Hancock County during 1960-79 was unremarkable. The non-white population of Hancock County is small and there were no deaths from malignant lymphoma among non-whites during this period.
The restriction of excess mortality from NHL and HD to men suggests that these excesses may have been due to a workplace exposure(s) particular to men. As a surveillance activity, to test this possibility Accepted 12 (1958-63, 1964-8, 1969-73, 1974-8, and 1979-83). Those whose underlying or secondary cause of death was a neoplasm of the lymphatic and haematopoietic tissue were excluded from the control series.
The few Hancock County residents who died outside Ohio were excluded from both the case and control series because death certificates, which were used to obtain occupation and industry information (see below), were not readily available. Two white male Hancock County residents, whose underlying cause of death was NHL, died outside the state during 1958-83.
Copies were obtained of the death certificates of the cases and controls. The death certificate contains entries for usual occupation ("kind of work done during most of working life, even if retired") and usual industry ("kind of business or industry"). These Zealand. '5 In an Iowa death certificate based case-control study NHL among farmers was associated with residence in counties where herbicide use was high.7 In a Wisconsin case-control study based on death certificates risks of NHL among farmers were greater in the highest herbicide, fertiliser, and insecticide using counties than in other counties in the state.6
A raised risk for malignant lymphoma was found among workers engaged in producing arsenic containing insecticides.'6 Two cases of NHL were reported to have occurred six years after poisoning with the agricultural nematocide, 1,3-dichloropropene. 1 7HD was associated with exposure to fertilisers in a case-control study in Yorkshire, England. '8 Hancock County has been one of the more productive agricultural counties in Ohio, the 
